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LGBT Youth Scotland’s vision is that Scotland is the best place to grow up 

for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex young people. We play 

a leading role in the provision of quality youth work to LGBTI young people 

that promotes their health and wellbeing, and we are a valued and 

influential partner in LGBTI equality and human rights. 

 

Overview 
‘The UNCRC will give young people a voice’ 

LGBT Youth Scotland (LGBT YS) were invited to share the thoughts and views of the young LGBTI 

people that attend their groups, on the introduction of the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Bill) Scotland. It 

is vital that the voices of young LGBTI is heard and that a platform is provided for this to happen. As 

such, an online forum was held for young people to attend and was facilitated by a youth worker.  

Young people were given the opportunity to discuss the incorporation of the Bill and primarily 

focused on the rights they felt were important to them as young LGBTI people, who they felt safe to 

talk to and how it would feel once the UNCRC was embedded into law.  

Through discussion the following rights were highlighted: 

• Non-discrimination (Article 2) 

• Protection and preservation of identity (Article 8) 

• Respect for the views of the child (Article 12) 

• Freedom of expression (Article 13) 

• Freedom of association (Article 15) 

• Right to privacy (Article 16) 

• Health and health services (Article 24) 

• Right to education (Article 28) 

 

Children’s and Young People’s Rights 
All young people in attendance were aware of the UNCRC prior to the consultation, however they 

acknowledged that this was not explored enough in schools and so not all children and young people 

may be aware of their rights and that this needs to be taught in more detail.  

“I first heard about UNCRC through LGBT YS, not enough emphasis in 
education system” 

 
Many LGBT young people often feel that they don’t have a voice and that their rights are not always 
respected. This can be predominately seen in schools and other places of education. With the 
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incorporation of the UNCRC into Scot’s Law, young people believed this would benefit them in the 
long run. They would feel more respected and that when they expressed how they felt they would 
be heard.  
 

“I think that having this implemented in scots law, opens a conversation 
about what children need to thrive, it means looking at freedom of 
expression it highlights the importance of the voices of young people. We’ll 
see more of the impact of the Scottish Youth Parliament.” 
 
“Knowing that if you would make a point it would be considered is a really 
big deal” 
 

“I think as with everything it would take a while for the culture to seep in- 
legislation is the first step. Once that’s legalised – then it goes into popular 
culture- the more the effect of a thing being seen or experiences - LEAD TO 
CULTURE CHANGE” 
 
“I feel like there’s a lack of understand what the rights of the child are in 
young people- there could be work done including it in PSE in the 
curriculum for excellence, it’s as important as LGBT education and sex 
education.’’ 

 
 

A World of Rights 
As we discussed the Bill, it became apparent that for young LGBTI people having their rights 

embedded in law, would allow them to feel safe and respected, especially within an educational 

environment. Many young people had previously reported to not feeling safe in school, this was 

shown in our previous research1. 

  

• 46% of LGBT young people and half (53%) of transgender young people rated their school 

experience as 'bad'  

• 71% of LGBT young people and 82% of transgender young people experienced bullying in 

school on the grounds of being LGBT. This is a rise from 69% in 2012 and 60% in 2007 and 

77% in 2012 respectively. 

• 9% of LGBT young people and 27% of transgender young people left education as result of 

homophobia, biphobia and transphobia in the learning environment 

Young LGBTI people face many barriers in school such as being ‘outed, having their chosen name 

and pronouns not being used and the appropriate changing rooms not being available to use to 

name but a few.  This can lead to bullying and shaming and mistrust being built wherein pupils don’t 

feel they can speak to a teacher. This can lead to young people suffering from mental health 

problems including anxiety, depression which may lead to self-harm and suicidal thoughts.  

 
1 Lough Dennell, B.L., Anderson, G. and McDonnell, D. (2018) Life in Scotland for LGBT Young People. LGBT 
Youth Scotland. Available online: www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/media/1354/life-in-scotland-for-lgbt-young-
people.pdf  

http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/media/1354/life-in-scotland-for-lgbt-young-people.pdf
http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/media/1354/life-in-scotland-for-lgbt-young-people.pdf
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“Information about my status as a transgender person and my dead name 

was shared unnecessarily and without my permission ‘’ 

“I feel there’s not enough done in education to make minorities to feel 

safe’’ 

• 73% of LGBT young people and 83% of transgender young people who had experienced 

mental health problems had been bullied at school 

With the enshrinement in law young people said that they would feel safer in school and that if 

information was shared about them or if they were ‘outed’ by teachers, staff or pupils that they 

would have the law on their side. This in turn would encourage them to report what had happened 

to them to a youth worker, guidance teacher or other trusted adult.  

“I think I would like to speak to my guidance teacher or someone from 

LGBTYS’’ 

In relation to feeling safe the young people emphasised that the following were the most vital to 

enable them to continue their education in a safe environment.  

• Non-discrimination (Article 2) 

• Protection and preservation of identity (Article 8) 

• Respect for the views of the child (Article 12) 

• Right to privacy (Article 16) 

• Right to education (Article 28) 
 
 

What happens if children’s rights aren’t respected? 
Young LGBTI people have expressed that there is often a mistrust of authority whether that be 

teachers, police or adults in their life. This has come through lived experiences in which they have 

experienced their rights not being respected or listened to. The lack of acknowledgement of their 

voices can lead to young people not reporting when they have experienced a hate crime or incident. 

If the rights of young LGBTI people are not respected, then this can result in crimes going unreported 

and the mental well-being of young people suffering over time. Our report, Life in Scotland for 

young LGBT people, has shown that1 

• Just over a third (35%) of LGBT young people said that they had experienced a hate crime or 

incident in the past year  

• Transgender young people were slightly more likely (41%), to have experienced a hate crime 

or hate incident in the past year  

• Less than a third of LGBT young people (31%) said they would feel confident about reporting 

a hate crime to the police, and less than a quarter (23%) of transgender young people would  

“Awareness raising of what counts as rights violation (as LGBT people tend 
to accept it) I would talk to someone I already know’’ 
 
“Lived experience of not being listened to by someone in authority – there 
is mistrust of authority among LGBT people.’’  

 

The young people did, however, say that they would be more likely to speak to an adult that they 

already knew and trusted and that they would approach them to help with any reporting of violation 
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of their rights. Young people who attend an LGBTI group felt that it was necessary for their rights to 

be respected and the incorporation of the UNCRC will enable this to happen which will over time,  

• Non-discrimination (Article 2) 

• Right to privacy (Article 16) 

• Protection from violence, abuse and neglect (Article 19)  

“Right to privacy- schools will also talk about using different name saying 

you need to tell parents first, there needs to be more of a conversation 

about why that’s inappropriate. It needs to be talked about and it’s not 

something that’s going to change unless it’s talked about.’’ 

And finally…. 
The overall consensus from the online forum showed that young people were in support of the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill and that this 

would be seen as a positive for young LGBTI people as we move forward. With the addition of 

awareness training on LGBTI issues the young people believed that the incorporation is a step in the 

right direction for not only young LGBTI people having their rights respected but for all young 

people. Furthermore they felt that more open and honest conversations can be held to ensure their 

rights are upheld.  

“The UNCRC is a big thing in saying the door never closes on that.” 

 

 

 

 


